Source Surface

An imaginary sphere at 2.5 solar radii, beyond
which solar wind flow becomes radial.
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Heliospheric Current Sheet

Solar equator

Magnetic
neutral sheet

interplanetary
cur erts1eel

ballerina skirt The Earth can be

“toward” sector or in
“away” sector

open solar
magnetic field
lines

http://pluto.space.swri.edu/image/glossary/IMF.html
http://theory.physics.helsinki.fi~plasmainfo.html



The ballerina dancing through the solar cycle
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The magnetic topology of the
large-scale heliosphere

At activity maximum, the
ballerina skirt flips over, and
the magnetic polarity is then
reversed at next minimum.
Thus, the magnetic cycle of
the sun (the “Hale-cycle”)
takes 22 years!

Hoeksema, 1995
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http://theory.physics.helsinki.fi~plasmainfo.html
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https://iswa.gsfc.nasa.gov/IswaSystemWebApp/iSWACygnetStreamer?timestamp=2038-01-23+00%3A44%3A00&window=-1&cygnetId=261
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http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/products/wsa-enlil-solar-wind-prediction



