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6.SN 12.38 Cetana Sutta: Intention
translated from the Pali by Thanissaro Bhikkhu

1.Staying at Savatthi...



2. [the Blessed One said,] "What one intends, what one arranges, and what
one obsesses about: This 18 a support for the stationing of consciousness.
There being a support, there is a landing [or: an establishing] of
consciousness. When that consciousness lands and grows, there is the
production of renewed becoming in the future. When there 1s the production
of renewed becoming in the future, there is future birth, aging & death,
sorrow, lamentation, pain, distress, & despair. Such 1s the origination of this
entire mass of suffering & stress.

3."If one doesn't intend and doesn't arrange, but one still obsesses [about
something], this is a support for the stationing of consciousness. There being
a support, there is a landing of consciousness. When that consciousness
lands and grows, there 1s the production of renewed becoming in the future.
When there is the production of renewed becoming in the future, there is
future birth, aging & death, sorrow, lamentation, pain, distress, & despair.
Such [too] 1s the origination of this entire mass of suffering & stress.

4."But when one doesn't intend, arrange, or obsess [about anything], there is
no support for the stationing of consciousness. There being no support, there
18 no landing of consciousness. When that consciousness doesn't land &
grow, there 1s no production of renewed becoming in the future. When there
18 no production of renewed becoming in the future, there 1s no future birth,
aging & death, sorrow, lamentation, pain, distress, or despair. Such is the
cessation of this entire mass of suffering & stress."

7. SN 12.38 Cetanaa Sutta: Volition
translated from the Pali by Maurice O'Connell Walshe
1. [At Saavatthii

2. the Blessed One said:] "Monks, what a man wills, what he plans, what he
dwells on forms the basis for the continuation of consciousness. This basis
being present, consciousness has a lodgment. Consciousness being lodged
there and growing, rebirth of renewed existence takes place in the future,

and from this renewed existence arise birth, decay-and-death, grief,
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lamentation, suffering, sorrow and despair. Such is the uprising of this entire
mass of suffering.

3."Even 1f a man does not will and plan, yet if he dwells on something this
forms a basis for the continuation of consciousness:... rebirth... takes place...

4."But 1f a man neither wills nor plans nor dwells on anything, no basis 1s
formed for the continuation of consciousness. This basis being absent,
consciousness has no lodgment. Consciousness not being lodged there and
not growing, no rebirth of renewed existence takes place in the future, and
so birth, decay-and-death, grief, lamentation, suffering, sorrow and despair
are destroyed. Such 1s the cessation of this entire mass of suffering.”



